19th Year of Concerts in Voxna, July 8, 2019
By Sue Flaster

T

hat was the headline on this year’s
Voxna program, and the plural is
quite accurate: in the last eight or
nine years, there have been two concerts
given of the same program. Impresario
and MC Stefan Olmårs manages to fill the
Voxna church to capacity twice, a fitting
response to his uniformly interesting and
excellent concerts. Locals attending were
joined by Sällskap members and other tour
participants, as in past years.

Per Lindström and
Sabina Bisholt

Prize-winning Tenor
July’s program (we attended the 5 P.M.
version) began with Sällskap President
Bengt Krantz presenting the 2019 Sällskap
prize to tenor Per Lindström ( Bengt
himself was honored earlier this year with
the Litteris and Artibus prize in recognition
of his achievements).
Lindström is a tall, relaxed figure
with a strong low range, almost baritonal
at times. He is an engaged and engaging
performer and seems a singer who could
have a serious career. He has quite recently
finished his education, and was extremely
well reviewed as Alfredo in Traviata at
the Norrlands Opera. It was interesting to
compare him to Bror Tødenes, the 2018
winner, also an excellent singer with an
altogether lighter and more “tenorial”
sound.
Opera debutante

Baritone Bengt Krantz
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Scandinavia is not only producing
promising tenors, but soprano singing was
well represented in Voxna by Sabina Bisholt.
Bisholt is about to make her Royal Opera
debut as Mimi in La bohème followed
by Micaela in Carmen; she has already
impressed at Norrland Opera as Marguerite
in Faust. Her voice was big, well-controlled
and lovely.
Each year Stefan manages to find some
young singer from the area around Voxna,
and this year he presented a particularly
charming and able youngster named Karin
Mobacke who gave us some excellent
Mozart.
After the second concert, all slogged
up the hill to the manor house for a grand
buffet dinner, interviews with the singers,
and the traditional musical request program
hosted by Harald Henrysson. n
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